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Mr. Hipkins suggests that it may have been a spinet on a three-legged stand, and in his article on "Spinet" in Grove's "Dictionary of Music" he gives illustrations of spinets on these stands.
ACTORS AND ACTRESSES.
The importance of the Diary as a help to the understanding of the history of the stage during a time when little information is forthcoming elsewhere, has always been acknowledged. Something will be said about the playhouses in Chapter VII., but here mention may be made of a few of the actors seen by Pepys. It cannot be said that he was a very sound judge of plays, but he was certainly an admirable critic of the players. In his eyes Betterton stands supreme, and he was never tired of singing that great actor's praises. His great friend, Henry Harris, was of a different opinion, for he pushed himself forwards as Betterton's equal.
We are indebted to Mr. R. W. Lowe for information respecting Harris. It was formerly supposed that his Christian name was Joseph, but Mr. Lowe proves conclusively that it was Henry, and that he was one of the contracting parties in the agreement for Davenant's Company of November sth, 1660.
In a note on John Lacy (vol. ii., p. 239) it is said that it is not remarkable that this comedian succeeded in the part of "The French Dancing Master," because he had been brought up as a dancing master. This appears to be a mistake. Lacy was taught dancing by John Ogilby, but there is no evidence that he was a teacher of the art himself.
Nell Gwyn, "the pretty witty Nell," dances across a few of the pages of the Diary, and in doing so brightens up the surrounding print, but the picture that is most impressed upon the popular mind is that of Nelly standing at the door of a house in Drury Lane on May-day, 1667, in her " smock sleeves and bodice," looking upon the dancing milkmaids. This house was pulled down in 1891, and has been since rebuilt as the manufactory of Messrs. Hunt, Peard, and Co. (vol. vL, p. 296).d Unique.' The cither in the last century became the English guitar, often to be met with even now, and bearing the name of the music-seller Preston, whose shop in the Strand at the corner of Beaufort Buildings is now Rimmel's."
